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Association

Christmount’s Annual Giving Program
When you give, you make this world a better place

Your gift matters!
Camp offers 

a world of hope. 

Give today!

(828) 669-8977,
send a check to Christmount, 

or click Donate at 
christmount.org.

Morning watch for 
another generation

Our campers gather every morning to prepare to receive all the good the 
world has to offer that day. This is a practice we help them develop at camp 
with hopes it will continue to show up in their daily lives as well. 

They pause to ponder. They wander to wonder. 
And in the pausing and wandering, they are led to places that stir their spirit, 
opening them to the greater good found within and around them. 

Your gift to the Christmount Patrons Fund creates space for campers to 
develop practices that not only transform their own lives, but also transform 
the world around them. 
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At our Spring 2018 Christmount 
Leadership (Board & Council) Retreat, 
our featured speaker, Linda Hull, 
asked the group why they think 
Christmount needs to raise money. 
What ensued was a lively discussion 
on the need to fund the programs, 
the need to fund the projects, and the 
need to provide for the people who 
make it all possible. Linda listened 
patiently and ever-so-politely until the 
discourse died down. Then she simply 
said these words: “Christmount 
doesn’t have needs. Christmount 
meets needs.” 

What Linda reminded us of that 
morning was both simple and simply 
earth-shattering. The community is 
not there to serve Christmount, but 
rather, Christmount is there to serve 
the community. The community has 
needs. The world has needs. 

And Christmount is all 
about finding those needs 
and meeting those needs – 
through our programs, our 
projects, and our people. 

In this edition of The Voice, we 
identify how Christmount rises to the 
challenge of identifying a plethora 
of possibilities and problems, not 
promising to be the best in the world 
at what we do, but pledging to be 
the best for the world in any way we 
can. As you flip through the pages of 
this publication, you will find stories 
about how Christmount is looking to 
meet needs for many people on many 
levels:

• For all Disciples Camp and 
Conference Centers through the 
#campmatters campaign bringing 
awareness to and funding for all 
DOC camps in the US and Canada.

• For children, youth, and adults 
with ASD (Autism Spectrum 
Disorder) as we seek to expand 
our services beyond Camp Lakey 
Gap to include services such 
as respite weekends, support 
groups, job-training programs, 
and more.

• By making it possible for everyone 
to attend events at Christmount 
through the development of a 
strong Scholarship Fund.

• Through a comprehensive 10-year 
plan to upgrade facilities that are 
ADA accessible, eco-friendly, and 
aesthetically beautiful.

• Through programs and events 
that seek to educate, connect, 
and inspire individuals to return 
to their hometowns to educate, 
connect, and inspire their friends 
and neighbors.

• And through a strong sense of 
stewardship with the resources 
that are generously entrusted to 
our care.

In these pages and in this place, you 
will discover hope flowing like a cold, 
rushing stream, peace sitting high on 
a mountain trail, and a sacredness 
gently rising in the song intermingled 
with the smoke rising from a campfire 
underneath a starlit sky.

But wait, there’s more! Not only is 
Christmount meeting needs in our 
communities right now, we have 
already begun envisioning what 
our future impact might look like. 
Christmount has started work on 
a long-range plan encompassing 
programs and facilities. All plans 
incorporate a vision of how 
Christmount seeks to meet current 
and future needs in our communities.

For example, we recently received 
a small grant to be applied toward 
the construction of an Inclusive 
Playground for individuals with 
developmental disabilities. We are 
excited about renovating several 
existing buildings and constructing 
new facilities to better accommodate 
a wider range of guests, expanding 
our services to meet the needs of a 
more diverse population.

As we continue to expand our 
understanding of what it means to 
meet the needs of our communities, 
we also want to hear from you. 
What needs in our communities are 
important to you? I’d love to hear 
your ideas over a cup of coffee. Too 
far to travel? Email me (and just 
attach a picture of coffee). 

Programs, Projects & People:
Making a Difference in 

Our Communities

Rev. Rob Morris, Executive Director

“Christmount 

doesn’t have needs. 

Christmount 

meets needs.”
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Since we began in 2016, we have 
endeavored to bring a model of 
the Chautauqua Institution located 
along Lake Chautauqua in western 
New York; offering a mix of fine and 
performing arts, lectures, interfaith 
worship, programs and recreational 
activities. 

This year, Chautauqua Comes to 
Christmount offers the same type 
of engaging programs we’ve always 
offered based on this year’s theme: 
“Holy Humor…Laughing Our Way to 
Grace.”

Our featured 
preacher is the 

Reverend Susan Sparks.

Susan is the 
Sr. Minister 
of Madison 
Avenue 
Baptist 
Church in 
New York 
City. As a trial 
lawyer turned 
standup 
comedian and 
an ordained 
minister in the American Baptist 
tradition, Susan is America’s only 
female comedian with a pulpit! She’s 
a North Carolina native, a graduate 
of UNC-Chapel Hill and Wake Forest 
University Law School. 

After ten years as a lawyer 
moonlighting as a standup, she left 
her practice and spent two years on a 

solo trip around the world, including 
working with Mother Teresa’s mission 
in Calcutta, climbing Mt. Kilimanjaro, 
and driving the Alaska Highway. 

Upon returning home, she entered 
Union Theological Seminary in New 
York City where she earned a Master 
of Divinity and wrote an honors 
thesis on humor and religion. In 
May 2007, Susan was installed as 
Madison Avenue Baptist Church’s 
15th Senior Minister and the first 
woman in its 170-year history.  Susan 
and her husband Toby love to fly-fish, 
ride Harleys, eat good BBQ, root for 
Tarheel Basketball and the Green Bay 
Packers.

You’re invited to spend some time 
learning much more about Susan at 
www.susansparks.com. Check out her 
Blog, The Shiny Side Up (Biker lingo 
for “Drive Carefully; Keep the shiny 
side up and the rubber side down!)  
You can listen to some of Susan’s 
sermons at Madison Avenue Baptist 
Church’s website: www.mabcnyc.org.  
Also check out her book, Laugh Your 
Way to Grace: Reclaiming the Spiritual 
Power of Humor.
 
The week is filled to the brim with 
morning worship, story-telling, 
evening concerts by local musicians, 
educational lectures, craft exhibitions, 
local tours and hiking opportunities.
It all begins with dinner on Monday, 
October 22, followed by a “Meet & 
Greet” that includes an orientation 
to the week and making ice 
cream“Sundaes on Monday.” 

Mornings begin with Prayers at the 
Peace Pole, for 5 minutes before 
breakfast. We then gather for 
morning worship, led by Rev. Sparks; 
music by Amy Moore, Director 
of Music, First Christian Church 
(DoC), Black Mountain, NC. The 
morning schedule continues with an 
educational lecture and lunch. 

Each afternoon, there will be 
workshops and area-tours; free time  
on Wednesday;  opportunities to 
explore the area; hikes and of course, 
most everyone’s favorite pastime. 
“Porch Rockin’” and time to gather 
‘round the fireplace.  

Evenings include dinner and a concert 
with entertaining local musicians.
Our week concludes Friday morning 
with a closing Communion Service.

Come and sit a spell. We’re going to 
laugh a lot, learn a lot and listen for 
God’s gift of humor in our lives.  So 
you don’t want to miss this festival 
for the mind, body and spirit…Come 
discover your own Chautauqua 
experience at Christmount! 

Check out registration info: 
christmount.org/chautauqua.

Holy Humor…Laughing Our Way to Grace

Chautauqua Comes to Christmount…Again!
October 22-26, 2018

Chautauqua Comes to Christmount is returning for its 3rd year!
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Beginner’s Camp
July 9 – 11
Christmount offers “Beginner’s Camp” 
for children who have completed the 
first and second grades. Camp is a 
formative spiritual experience. For 
many Christians, camp is one of the 
most important influences on their 
understanding of faith. Christmount’s 
Summer Camp Staff will give their 
leadership and energy to make this 

camp a memorable one for your 
camper! 

Beginner’s Camp is designed to give 
first-time campers a taste of camp: 
cabin living, camp songs, games, 
swimming, hiking, and all the other 
elements of camp. Evening worship, 
recreation, and a bonfire with s’mores 
are all part of the camp! 

Parents are invited to take part with 
their child! Parents will be housed 
with their child in cabins along with 
other campers and a Christmount-
trained counselor. 

Youth Leadership Camp
July 30-August 3
Students completing the 9th-12th 
grades are invited to learn skills 
needed to be a great leader! Church 
pastors and Christmount staff will 
be among the camp leadership. 
Participants will benefit from the 
workshops and areas of training, thus 
becoming more effective leaders in 
their churches and regions.

Leadership areas:
• public speaking
• leading recreation
• planning worship
• being a small group leader
• planning an event
• being a camp counselor
• song-leading & energizers

Special workshops:
• understanding the organization of 

the Disciples church
• Bible study
• personal spiritual practices
• mission work
• social justice
• ministry

Come join other youth who will be 
the next generation of leadership in 
the church!

Program 
Highlights

Women’s Discovery Retreat
September 7 - 9

The Reverend Sheila Hunter will lead the annual women’s retreat with 
the theme, “Life Rhythms of Faith.” The retreat will focus on three areas 
especially: Return and Rest, Redeem and Restore, and Reclaim and 
Remember. The rhythm of our lives can become stagnant and stuck. 
As we gain experience in life, we sometimes also put to the side our 
curiosity, imagination, creativity, and willingness to explore and expand our 
understandings of ourselves and of God.

Women’s Discovery Retreat invites you and your friends and family 
members to come to the mountains and escape your daily routine. During 
this three-day weekend, we will return to sharing the stories of scriptures, 
singing the songs of our hearts. We will be intentional in asking the 
questions that shake us up and resolve to listen to the ‘still small voice’ 
that calls us from chaotic patterns to intentional hope and healing. Our 
community of women gathered will offer us a time to “be” together as we 
reclaim ourselves and our life rhythms of faith. 

The Reverend Sheila L. Hunter is Senior Minister at First Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ), Watkinsville, GA. She has worked as a public school 
music teacher, campus minister, hospice chaplain, mental health provider, 
non-profit executive director and minister at various times serving in 
Georgia, Tennessee and Minnesota. She is currently enrolled in a three-year 
training program for certification as a Spiritual Director. Sheila graduated 
from Candler School of Theology, Emory University and has ministerial 
standing in both the Disciples and United Church of Christ. 
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Theology on Tap
August 17 – 19
This is a camp for adults over 21 years 
of age. We’ll explore theological/ 
biblical/historical issues in a relaxed 
atmosphere. Lodging will be in the 
Group Lodge and cabins. Worship, 
Bible study, personal spiritual time, 
a brewery tour, and sharing of some 
favorite beverages will all be part of 
this special camp experience. Think 
of this as “Beer and Hymns Goes to 
Camp!” Be here for the inauguration  
of a new kind of event at Christmount!

Young Adult Retreat
October 19 – 21
The Young Adult Retreat, an evolution 
of the Post-College Retreat, expands 
its ministry to include both single and 
married young adults. Amanda Billy 
from Jacksonville, Florida,  will lead 
the weekend centered on the theme 
“Sympathy for the Devil.” Amanda 
writes, “In a world as polarized as this 
one, how do we find and share the 
love of God?”

Housing will be in the Group Lodge 
and cabins. The weekend will include 
four keynote times, worship, private 
prayer and meditation time, sight-
seeing, a wine and cheese social, and 
time to explore the mountains.

An Appalachian Advent
November 27 – 30
Join Christmount for our annual “get 
ready to get your Christmas on” event! 
Leaders Bob and Debbie Parvin from 
Fancy Gap, Virginia, will inspire us 
through worship. Christmas carols, 
shopping, hanging out together in 
front of the fire, great meals and 
snacks, a concert, and being with 
others will get you in the mood for 
Advent and deepen your spiritual life 
as an added bonus. Tuesday through 
Friday, with plenty of free time as 
well as planned activities, is just long 
enough to make you feel the spirit of 
the season but will have you wanting 
more!

Beginner’s Camp
July 9-11

Youth Leadership Camp
July 30-August 3

Theology on Tap
August 17-19

Women’s Discovery Retreat
“Life Rhythms of Faith”

September 7-9

Scott Clergy Conference
October 8-10

Young Adult Retreat
“Sympathy for the Devil”

October 19-21

An Appalachian Advent
November 27-30

Thanksgiving Dinner & Worship
November 22

College Retreat
“New Beginnings Again”

January 3-6

Register at christmount.org or 
call (828) 669-8977.

Schedule Highlights
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Camp Lakey Gap was created to fill a 
need in the community by enabling 
autistic campers and their families 
the opportunity to participate in a 
summer camp experience. In the 
years since Christmount began 
hosting this camp (first in 1998 as 
a program of the Autism Society), 
the incidence of autism spectrum 
disorders has more-than doubled, 
meaning the need for services has 

also increased drastically. Local 
agencies and programs have tried to 
keep up with the growing demand but 
still fall short. 

Recognizing this trend, we began 
offering additional services to 
our community. These included 
hosting social recreation groups 
and beginning to collaborate with 
other agencies to offer vocational 
opportunities for adults with autism. 
The results are known as “Social 

Saturday” (for middle and high-
school); “Friends’ Group” (for adults); 
and the Garden Crew, a collaboration 
with Beacon Transitions (See the 
previous edition of The Voice for more 
information on the Garden Crew). 

Then, in January of 2018, Camp 
Lakey Gap leadership met with 
several community backers and 
decided that they could expand 

further in the realm 
of parent support 
and training as well 
as offering additional 
camp experiences 
throughout the year. 

The result has been 
the establishment of 
“Lakey Gap Autism 
Programs,” a name 
which recognizes 
the foundation of 
our program in 
summer camp while 
acknowledging the 

range of things we are doing to 
support the autism community. 

With the establishment of 
Lakey Gap Autism Programs, 

we updated the mission 
statement to 

reflect our broader aims: 
“to enrich the lives of 

people with autism and 
their families.” 

New Developments for 
Lakey Gap Programs

Jon Blalock, Director

This means that we hope to improve 
and enhance the quality of life for our 
clients through their participation in 
our programs. 

Many of these program developments 
have already taken root while some 
will be developed and promoted more 
fully in the fall of 2018. Keep an eye 
on our website (camplakeygap.org) 
and social media pages for updates, 
and feel free to contact us with any 
questions or comments. We will 
continue to be the best program we 
know how to be and are grateful to be 
a part of this community. 
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Zipping for Autism was started seven 
years ago as a way to support services 
for people with autism in Western 
North Carolina. This year, Jeff and 
Sheena Greiner decided to donate 
proceeds from their annual fundraiser 
to Camp Lakey Gap! This is the first 
year they are working directly with 
Camp Lakey Gap! 

Money raised from this 
year’s event will go towards 
camper scholarships and to 
the expansion of Lakey Gap 

Autism Programs. 

The Greiners are associated with 
our community in two ways: their 
daughter, McAlister, was a long-time 
staff member for our program and 
continues to come as a staff trainer 
and consultant each summer. Second, 
the Greiners have a son with autism. 

See the following Press Release 
(fancy!) for more information on this 
exciting opportunity.

Zipping for Autism Press Release
The 7th annual Zipping for Autism will 
take place at the Adventure Center of 
Asheville on June 3, 2018. In its first 
six years, the event has raised more 
than $200,000 to support autism 

programs and services in Western 
North Carolina.

“We invite individuals, businesses, 
schools, and community groups 
to form teams and raise money to 
support autism services and programs 
in Western North Carolina, all as part 
of a joyful day celebrating autism 
and the autism community,” says 
Jeff Greiner, managing owner of 
the Adventure Center of Asheville. 

Camp Lakey Gap Benefit a marvelous success!

Thank you to all of you who came out to support the Camp Lakey Gap 
Scholarship fund on April 8 at the White Horse in Black Mountain! For 
those of you who couldn’t make it, here’s a recap of an amazing night!
• Our Silent Auction raised over $900 and items were donated by over 

20 different local businesses and individuals!
• Our 50/50 raffle raised $200 and $200 went to one lucky winner!
• Food sales topped $600, with our own Keith Haynes performing grill 

duties!
• Ticket sales netted over $700! Performers included Jamie and Renae 

Brame and the Solid Stone Band, Fortune & Glory, and Chris Rosser!
• If you’re counting, we raised $2400 for camp scholarships!

For those of you in attendance who were lucky enough to stay through 
the end of the night, you were treated to the talents of Chris Rosser, an 
internationally-recognized singer/songwriter who lives in Asheville and 
whose son has attended Camp Lakey Gap in the past. Lots of tissues went 
around when he sang a song he wrote for his son, “Love with No Words.” 
Thanks to Chris and all the performers for lending their talents to this fun 
night. 

Zipping 
for 

Autism

“Teams of up to 10 people fundraise 
$800—the cost of zipping for 10 
people. 100 percent of the money 
then goes to autism programs, and 
the teams get to participate in a fun 
day of zip lining.”

The fundraiser was created in 2012 
by Jeff and Sheena Greiner, owners 
of the Adventure Center of Asheville. 
The event is held on the first Sunday 
in June to honor their son O’Reilly’s 
birthday. O’Reilly, now a student at 
T.C. Roberson High School, is autistic.
All money raised by individuals and 
teams is used to support autistic 
children, autistic adults, and families 
through local organizations. This year, 
those organizations are Lakey Gap 
Autism Programs and FIRST.

Register for 
Zipping for Autism at 

ZippingForAutism.com. 
The site includes information 

about the event and tools 
and tips for participants to 

fundraise using social media 
and email.
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The statistics can be downright 
depressing. The number of camps 
that have closed their doors in the 
past ten years. The number of camps 
that are teetering on the verge of 
shutting down. These figures are 
especially distressing in light of the 
fact that many ministers received 
a call to ministry through a camp 
experience. Many people associate 
images of holy ground or sacred space 
with physical places at camp. Camp 
is a place where people of all ages 
discover a glimpse of the divine, an 
encounter with the sacred. Camps 
and conferences provide inspiration, 
community, and a deeper sense of 
purpose reminding us that we are all 
interwoven within a living tapestry to 
which we are called to care for and 
serve. 

Experiences at camps have the 
power to impact the person. The 
person carries the experience to their 
home community. The community 
is impacted in a positive way by this 
person. 

Camp is like a pebble 
dropped in the 
heart-shaped 

pond of the person, 
causing ripples of 

hope to eventually 
reach the shores of 

a world in need. 

Camp matters. The church needs 
to be reminded of this from time 
to time. That’s why Christmount 
is establishing the Camp Matters 

Camp Matters Permanent Fund

Permanent Fund as a way to serve 
and lift up the many amazing Disciples 
camp & conference centers across the 
US and Canada. 

In collaboration with the Christian 
Church Foundation, 

the Camp Matters Permanent 
Fund will provide grants and 

loans to camp and conference 
centers affiliated with the 

Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) to help with facility, 

programming, and/or 
staffing needs. 

Currently the Fund is at $11,215. 
Once the Fund reaches $50,000 we 
will begin accepting applications from 
DOC Camp / Conference Centers 
to receive small grants to help with 
projects, property, or personnel. 

We have officially launched 
a denomination-wide 

campaign called 
“I’m In For Ten!” 

With the “I’m In For Ten” campaign, 
your gift makes a difference TODAY 
and TOMORROW … for your favorite 
Disciples Conference center and for all 
Disciples Conference centers!

All we’re asking is for folks to 
simply give $10. That’s it. Just ten 
dollars. It’s that easy. Half of your 
donation will go towards the Camp 
Matters Permanent Fund, and half 
will go directly to the DOC Camp / 

Conference Center of your choice.  
Unless otherwise designated, no 
portion of any donation to the Camp 
Matters Permanent Fund goes to 
Christmount. 

So far this year, we have had the 
pleasure of sending #campmatters 
checks to these DOC Camp & 
Conference Centers: 
• The Retreat at Silver Springs (FL)
• Camp Christian (GA)
• Wakon’ Da-Ho (KY)
• Cane Ridge West (MT)
• Camp Caroline (NC)
• Camp Christian (OH)
• Camp Christian (SC)
• Disciples Crossing (TX)
• Lake Brownwood Christian 

Retreat (TX)
• Craig Springs (VA)

Thank you for joining us in building 
camp and conference ministries for all 
Disciples across our nation. We want 
everyone to know #campmatters!  

Be a part of
“I’m In For Ten!”

Go to christmount.org 
and click on the 

#campmatters button.
Donating is quick, easy, and 

supports camps 
today, tomorrow, and for 

years to come.

Thank you!

Making a Difference for All Disciples Camps 
Today and Tomorrow!
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Ever think about sending an honor 
gift to Christmount when you want 
to remember someone on a birthday, 
anniversary, graduation, retirement, 
or a special occasion? And there is 
also the opportunity to remember 
a loved one or special friend with a 
memorial gift. There are many funds 
available to which one can give such 
gifts. 

Christmount has two separate 
scholarships funds to which one 
might give: The Christmount 
Scholarship Fund and The Camp 
Lakey Gap Scholarship Fund. Both 
provide scholarships for those who 
need financial aid to enroll in events 
sponsored by Christmount and those 
enrolled in Camp Lakey Gap events. 

Currently, the Christmount 
Scholarship Fund Development Team 
is encouraging honor and memorial 
gifts to help build the Christmount 

Ah camp. 
The sweet smell of… sawdust? 
The soothing sound of… a hammer? 
Wait a minute. What’s going on here? 
Good question! I’m glad you asked! 
Thanks to the generosity of Richard 
and Peggy Ziglar from Tulsa, OK, we 
are well underway in the conversion 
of two Guest House rooms into one 
beautiful Guest House suite! The 
rooms will have an adjoining door 
that can be shut for the 
privacy of two separate 
rooms or opened when 
in use as a larger suite. 
Each room will have a 
queen bed and a sleeper 
sofa, along with other 
special amenities such as 
a microwave and a micro-
fridge. 

Scholarships Are Meeting Needs

Scholarship Fund which has around 
$2,000 available to help attendees 
in 2018. An honor or memorial gift 
is always welcomed in supporting 
Christmount and its ministry! 

Camp Lakey Gap has a separate 
scholarship fund that is utilized to 
subsidize campers for that program. 
This year, roughly half the campers 
will receive scholarship assistance 
with the $1,780 camp fee. Our goal 
is to be able to provide scholarship 
assistance to all requests and to 
all campers in the future. Camp 
Lakey Gap has six different weeks of 
summer camp with 15-20 campers 
per week.

When you are ready to make a 
difference through a gift to the 
Christmount Scholarship Fund and / 
or to the Camp Lakey Gap Scholarship 
Fund, please contact Christmount or 
go to www.christmount.org.

Suite #1:  The Need for Flexible Space

The new suites will afford us the 
luxury of flexible space, allowing 
adequate accommodations for 
families with small children, youth 
groups with chaperones, and an 
upscale lodging option for special 
guests, event speakers, and more. 

When you are ready to help make the 
next suite a reality, please contact 
Christmount for all the details! 
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The Durant
Legacy Society

Christmount’s Planned Giving Program
Securing Christmount’s Ministry for Future Generations

Touching countless lives for years to come

Contact Rev. Rob Morris, Executive Director
rob@christmount.org         (828) 669-8977 

A planned gift gives voice to the vision and meaning to the mission of 
Christmount, sustaining this sacred space that often provides life-
changing experiences. You can make a difference by giving forward.
•	 Designate	Christmount	as	a	beneficiary	of	a	retirement	plan
•	 Include Christmount in your will
•	 Establish a gift that pays you an income for life
•	 Gift appreciated assets such as stock or real estate

Camp played an important role in our own childhoods, and we are now 
witnessing the incredible impact of camp in the lives of our children. Because 
we believe that camp matters, we have established a fund with Christian 
Church Foundation which will provide annual distributions to Christmount. 
These gifts will continue to support Christmount’s ministry beyond our 
lifetime so that future generations can experience God’s work through camp.

Jeremy and Suzanne Hopkins
Josh and Amanda

With the introduction of tax reform 
this year, you may be looking at your 
finances and wondering how you can 
continue to be charitable. There are 
many ways you can make a difference 
at Christmount while enjoying 
financial benefits for yourself.
Here are some smart ways to give in 
2018:
• Donate appreciated stock: Give 

your appreciated stocks to a 
nonprofit like Christmount and 
eliminate capital gains tax.

• Name us as a beneficiary of 
retirement plan assets: These 
assets remain taxable when 
distributed to a loved one but 
are tax-free when given to a 
nonprofit.

• Give from your IRA (if age 70½ or 
older): Regardless of whether you 
itemize your taxes, this gift helps 
you fulfill your required minimum 
distribution and is not considered 
taxable income.

Talk With Your Tax Professional
Please consult with your tax or 
financial advisors to determine the 
best charitable giving strategies for 
you.

We are so grateful for your generosity. 

A Few Excellent Ways to Make a 
Charitable Gift in 2018 Non-Cash Contributions: 

Liquid Lawnmowers & 
Cash Cars

And the donations just keep rolling 
in – literally! Last year we received 
several donations on wheels:
riding lawnmowers, a trailer, and even 
a vehicle! In addition to these great 
items, we also received some
kitchen equipment from another 
camp nearby, and some furniture 
from a local motel.

We can use just about anything that 
is given to us! And it’s a win-win – the 
donor gets a nice tax-deduction and 
we get to use the equipment or sell it.

What’s in your wallet garage / attic / 
storage shed / closet?

Please contact 
Rev. Rob Morris at 
828-669-8977 or at 

rob@christmount.org 
to discuss ways to 
make your gift and 
how your gift can 

help further 
our mission.
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•	 A wedding in the mountains of western North Carolina? Don’t mind if I DO…
•	 Popping	some	bubbly	in	front	of	a	roaring	fire	on	New	Year’s	Eve?	Cheers.
•	 A holiday party, a graduation	celebration,	or	a	class	reunion?	We	can	make	

it all happen! 

Christmount offers a beautiful, affordable place for your big event. With a 
variety of venues for receptions, reunions, weddings, and other special events 
in your life, small and large groups will find accommodations to suit their 
needs.

Treat your out-of-town guests and 
family to our comfortable Guest 
House motel rooms, each with two 
queen beds and a private bath. Just 
a few steps away, relax in the rocking 
chairs and visit with friends and 
family.

Chef Keith Haynes and his staff 
would love to prepare hors 

d’oeuvres, buffets, picnics, and other meals for your event. Select from a wide 
variety of menu options for meals before, during, or after your big event! 
Dining services are available in the Christmount Dining Hall or can be catered to 
any indoor or outdoor venue on the property.

Christmount is an excellent destination for your next big event. Nestled in the 
Blue Ridge Mountains, we are conveniently located less than 15 minutes from 
Asheville. Enjoy native artisan shops, local cuisine, the Blue Ridge Parkway, craft 
breweries, musical venues, outdoor adventures, and lots of history waiting to 
enchant your senses.

The mountains are calling! 

For more information call 
(828) 669-8977 

or go to:  
christmount.org/

weddings.
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News Briefs

Thanksgiving:
Giving Back to Community
Last year, Chef Keith offered a 
Thanksgiving meal for everyone in the 
community. The meal was free, with 
donations accepted and appreciated 
to help offset the cost. Keith reached 
out to local public servants – 
firefighters, police officers – as well as 
extending invitations to nursing homes 
and others in the community. The 
Christmount Community Thanksgiving 
will continue this year with another 
Thanksgiving Day meal open to the 
entire community. Reservations are 
not required, but always appreciated. 

Walk to Remember
A Walk to Remember is a walkway 
between the Guest Houses and the 
Spearman Dining Hall that has areas 
with engraved brick pavers. The 
pavers may be engraved with up to 
three lines of 18 characters each, 
including punctuation and spaces.

If you would like to order a brick with 
your name or in memory/honor of 
a friend, family members, minister, 
church or church group, send the 
engraving information and $150 to 
Christmount. 

Water Fountains
Even water fountains are making a 
difference in our communities! We 
have replaced two old-timey water 
fountains with new eco-friendly 
versions. No, it doesn’t recycle the 
water that misses your mouth. 
These new water fountains have 
built-in water-bottle fillers! We are 
encouraging our staff and guests to 
choose reusable water bottles over 
disposable plastic water bottles. 
Reusable water bottles are making 
a difference in our communities 
because they are better for our 
environment, help reduce our carbon 
footprint, use cheaper tap water vs 
expensive bottled water, are better 
for your health, and they’re just more 
convenient. So the next time you 
come to Christmount, remember to 
pack your own water bottle!

Wood You Like to See Our Newest Building?
I knew you wood! Thanks to Barry Owens, we have completed 
construction of the Tedder 
Building – a new annex to 
the Maintenance Shop. 
Barry is a retired Toy maker 
and woodworking hobbyist, 
so when he asked if he 
could build a woodshop for 
Christmount, we didn’t need 
to “play” with the idea very 

long before knowing it was 
something we could simply 
“knot” turn down. Barry 
asked to name the building 
the “Tedder Building” in 
memory and honor of 
his in-laws, Joe and Libba 
Tedder.
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Christmount Columbarium
Did you know Christmount has a 
columbarium? Located on the corner 
of Holly and Magnolia roads, it has 
two sections with 56 niches each. 
Each niche accommodates two 
urns. Currently there are 13 niches 
available. 

A Perpetual Care Fund has 
been established to maintain 
the columbarium in perpetuity. 
Christmount considers the 
Columbarium a ministry and receives 
no profit from the sale of niches or 
fees. Call us for more information.

Warren Wilson students
The Forestry Management class at 
Warren Wilson College has been 
working on their senior capstone 
project by hiking all the trails at 
Christmount, surveying the land, 
and collecting lots of data along 
the way. They are putting together 
a land management plan for 
Christmount, outlining ways we can 
be better stewards of the land, and 
offering suggestions for ways we can 
utilize the land for educational and 
recreational purposes.

Guastavino Museum Update
In November, Guastavino Museum 
Inc. received a certificate of 
incorporation as a non-profit with 
the state of North Carolina. Currently, 
application has been made with the 
Internal Revenue Service for status to 
allow the organization to receive tax 
deductible donations. This will greatly 
improve the fund raising potential. 
A board of directors is planning and  
overseeing the progress.



Christmount Christian Assembly
222 Fern Way
Black Mountain, NC  28711-9771

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage Paid

Permit # 44
Black Mountain, NC

Women’s Discovery Retreat
September 7-9, 2018

“Life Rhythms of Faith”
Return & Rest
   Redeem & Restore
      Reclaim & Remember

Rev. Sheila Hunter, 
Keynoter

christmount.org/womensretreat
(828) 669-8977

During this three-day weekend, we will return to sharing the stories of scriptures, 
singing the songs of our hearts.  We will be intentional in asking the questions that 
shake us up and resolve to listen to the ‘still small voice’ that calls us from chaotic 
patterns to intentional hope and healing. 

Come to the mountains and escape your daily routine!


