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I asked a mentor once how he had 
such a strong ministry. After a pas-
torate of 25 years, his church boast-
ed of a wonderful youth group, a 
thriving young-adults group, and 
creative opportunities for service. 
“It’s all camp,” he told me. Year after 
year, he was a camp counselor in 
his region. He said it kept him in 
tune with youth, sharp of wit, and 
aware of the deep questions people 
are asking. 

Camp provides something 
for young people that 

churches just can’t do - 
that time away for a 

week-long, day-and-night 
experience of retreat mixed 

with summer fun and 
messages about the love of 
God tailored to connect. 

Campers find out how independent 
they can be in a safe environment.  
It is faith development, love of 
nature, and learning of life-skills all 
wrapped up together.  

Christmount is the spiritual 
home for thousands. 

It is a place where people first said, 
“YES” to Jesus, and it is the place 
congregations gather for retreat, 
and it is the final resting place for 
many in our flocks. I have marked 

time in my own life remembering 
trips to Christmount - introduc-
ing my husband-to-be at a family 
gathering, as a counselor just weeks 
after my wedding, with my tod-
dler and congregation at a church 
retreat, with many good friends 
saying “goodbye” to one of the 
faithful as ashes were placed in the 
columbarium.  

I want all of this to continue. 
That’s why I give. 

I want the fertile training ground 
provided by camp for both the 
campers and the counselors. I want 
the beautiful places where God’s 
beauty is obvious. I want morn-
ing watch for another generation. 
I want the support of the staff and 
the wisdom of the leaders who 
speak at various lecture series to 
continue to bless the church. I want 
my son to develop the kinds of 
friendships I’ve seen only at camp.  

If my husband and I don’t give to 
make all this a reality, who will? 
Well, I hope you will, too.

Support Christmount’s 
ministry through the 
Patrons Association 

annual giving program. 
Send your contribution to:

222 Fern Way
Black Mountain, NC  28711


