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My earliest memory of Christ-
mount was traveling with my 
parents John and Bobbie Gentry 
and my sisters to a work day at 
Christmount in the mid 1970’s.  
We were attending First Christian 
Church in Winston-Salem, NC at 
the time. My parents were involved 
at Christmount and instrumental 
in beginning the Music Workshop 
that is still held annually.

Growing up, my sisters and I 
all attended summer camp at 
Christmount and that was a 
huge influence on our lives. 

While in college I served on the 
summer camp staff one year. That 
summer I worked with the adults 
who attended Camp Sunshine. This 
was my first time of working with 
cognitively challenged adults, and 
it was an eye-opening week. The 
other camp staffers were tremen-
dous mentors for me and encour-
aged me to accomplish things I 
never thought I could. It was an 
awesome experience.

My early experiences at Christ-
mount inspired me to remain a 
member of the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ). Currently, I 
live in Raleigh and attend Hillyer 
Memorial Christian Church. Each 
October, our family attends Hilly-
er’s Family Retreat at Christmount.  

In addition my sister, Allison, and I 
participate in the Music Workshop 
my parents helped begin forty years 
ago.  

As an adult, each experience 
at Christmount is different, 

but I always leave with 
something gained.  

Whether it is a new relationship 
with a fellow Christian or a discov-
ery about my own character, each 
time I find a deeper relationship 
with God.

My first child was born in 1998 
and that was also the year I began 
contributing to Christmount an-
nually as a member of the Patrons 
Association.  

My hope was that, through 
my gift and with the gifts of 
others, my child could have 

similar experiences to 
the ones I did.  

Now my children are the third 
generation of my family to be in-
volved at Christmount, and I want 
Christmount to remain strong 
for future generations.


